Tension and Uncertainty

crown which Ferdinand has just placed on his head or to
agree purely and simply to this annexation of Bosnia and
Herzegovina.

It is maintained that this annexation was desired and almost
imposed by the Archduke Franz-Ferdinand on the old Francis
Joseph. Whatever it is it's an arrogant and a rash act on
the part of the Austro-Hungarian Government and they
have attempted it at their risk and peril. I would they paid
dearly for it and that the Powers had the courage to show
their disapproval by not recognising their follies as accom-
plished facts.

It is quite possible the Young Turks were sufficiently naive
to believe they would be left to carry out their reforms in
peace. And this indeed would have been the case if they
had had to deal with trustworthy people. But trustworthi-
ness is not to be found in Prince Ferdinand or in the Austrian
Government. At Berlin they are in a state of indecision which,
indicates considerable embarrassment.

Kleinite, 24th October, 1908.

I am very worried by all that's happening. Everything
seems to me uncertain, obscure, and upset. The Anglo-
Franco-Russian programme if not stillborn is at least en-
dangered. This makes for a new threat of conflict in the
East. And with complete ignorance of Germany's real in-
tentions there is something to be worried and discouraged
about. No-one knows where Europe's going or even
where she's got !

We're assisting at the struggle between Germany and
England and it is Turkey who will be the victim.

You will have read this interview of the Emperor William's
which all the newspapers are full of these last two days.1

1 See Note on "The Daily Telegraph 'Interview'," pp. 340-1.
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